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Dear friends, 

 

Welcome to the Autumn issue of the newsletter. We hope you are 
well and have enjoyed Summer despite the current 
circumstances.  

 

We would like to congratulate the new Board members on their 
appointment and wish them well. We would also like to take this 

opportunity to thank Sabrina and Leonie for their fantastic contribution to the 
successful running of our Association in the past few years. There will no doubt be a 
better opportunity to do so face to face in Seville in 2021 when, hopefully, our 
members will reunite again in our very famous AGMs. 

 

In this issue, we walk through European courts in the times of coronavirus, check out 
the new requirements for qualification in England & Wales and provide you with the 
latest news from the Association.  

 

As ever, with my best wishes to all of you 

 

ASUN SUEIRO SIERRA,  

ELA NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
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Dear ELA friends,     

 
It’s been a stormy year for all of us so far with the 
persistent Covid-19 cloud hanging over us and bringing 
constant new challenges to our professional and 
personal lives.  
 

But there is a silver lining to every cloud. Covid-19 has opened up the endless 
opportunities of virtual communication. It was fantastic to see so many familiar 
faces from across Europe on one computer screen at our first virtual ELA AGM 
in June. 
 
A huge thank you goes to our outgoing Chairwoman, Sabrina Jenquin and our 
outgoing Treasurer, Leonie Rammeloo, who have stepped down from the ELA 
Board at the AGM, for everything they have done for the association over many 
years.  
 
It is a real honour for me to take over from Sabrina as Chair of the ELA and 
build on the success of the ELA. In the years Sabrina and I served on the ELA 
Board together I have seen how Sabrina has driven the association forward 
with much dedication and endless energy and I am very grateful to her for 
leaving such a strong team and network behind.  
 
I am delighted to be working closely with Adriena Petrova, our newly 
appointed Vice-Chair, and our other fantastic Board members, including two 
new additions: Hanna Pahk and Raphael Meier. Hanna has taken on the role 
as Treasurer and Raphael as ELP recruitment coordinator.  
 
The recruitment for the ELP 2021 is well underway. I am very grateful to our 
excellent team of ELA National Representatives for their continuing effort to 
promote the programme in their respective countries and to Raphael for 
coordinating it all. We will keep our fingers crossed that Covid-19 will be well 
under control by the time the ELP 2021 is due to start in April next year and 
the programme can go ahead as planned.  
 
Due to the ongoing pandemic, we will sadly not be able to hold an ELA autumn 
meeting this year in person. But we hope that many of you will be able to 
attend the ELA AGM in Seville next May. After a year of reduced travelling and 
socialising, an uplifting weekend away among European friends is exactly what 
we all need. Keep safe and see you soon! 

Veronika Anderson  

Chair of the European Lawyers’ Association 
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GOING TO COURT THROUGHOUT EUROPE DURING THE CORONAVIRUS 
(COVID-19) OUTBREAK 

 

 
 

Our colleagues report on what life is like in courts across Europe in the current 
pandemic. They answer the following questions: 

 
1) Use of face masks in Court 
2) Social Distance required when in the court room 
3) Compulsory robe wearing 
4) Robe sharing 
5) Measures adopted by the Judiciary to deal with the delays caused by 

national lockdowns or the restrictions imposed in their country 
6) Can witnesses/parties give evidence online or is their physical presence 

required in Court? 
7) Any other measures adopted, or changes made as a result of the 

current pandemic 
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CROATIA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
1) Use of face masks: It is compulsory in Croatia 
2) Social Distancing: It is compulsory to keep a distance of 1.5 meters 
3) Robe wearing: There is no duty to wear robes in Croatia other than 

on the High Appeal Courts 
4) Robe sharing: As above 
5) Measures taken by the Judiciary to deal with delays: No measures 

taken to date 
6) Online evidence: Both in civil and criminal cases witnesses and 

parties must be physically present in court. 
7) Other measures taken: The Ministry of Justice is currently working on 

legislation to get all companies to register with the Court on a court 
registry so that cases are fast tracked. 
 
By Nensi Saric 

 
ENGLAND & WALES 

   
 
 

 

 
1) Use of face masks: All Court and tribunal users must wear a face 

covering in all public and communal parts of court buildings in 
England and Wales. 
You do not need to wear a face covering if you have a practical 
reason (exemption) not to. For example: 

• you have a disability or health issue that makes it difficult 
• wearing one will cause you severe distress 
• a deaf person you support needs to read your lips 
• you are eating, drinking or taking medicine. 

Children under the age of 11 (in England and Wales) do not need to 
wear a face covering. 
 
You may be asked to temporarily remove your face covering for 
identification purposes. If you are presenting evidence in the 
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courtroom, the judge or magistrate may also ask you to take your 
face covering off temporarily. 
 

2) Social Distancing: where possible, you must keep a 2m distance from 
others when queuing to get into the building and washroom, going 
through security and going in and out of courtrooms. You are also 
asked to leave empty seats between you and other people in the 
waiting area. 

 
3) Robe wearing: Lawyers appearing in front of the Supreme Court 

were granted a dispensation not to wear a wig and gown back in 
2011. If all advocates in a case agree, they may ask to dispense with 
part or all of court dress. Supreme Court justices wear no legal dress 
themselves. This also applies to the advocates appearing in front of 
the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council.  

 
Judges and lawyers appearing in criminal courts still wear traditional 
wigs and gowns, but they can be dispensed in cases involving 
children, when it is too hot, etc  

 
In family cases advocates customarily appear unrobed. In 2008, 
judges in civil and family cases in England and Wales stopped 
wearing wigs and started wearing a simplified design of working 
robes in court.  
 
So far as I know the above rules have not changed due to Covid-19. 
 

4) Robe sharing: Lawyers bring their own robes when required 
 

5) Measures taken to deal with delays:   
 

HMCTS is using additional venues to provide increased estates 
capacity in response to the coronavirus outbreak. These venues are 
referred to as ‘Nightingale courts’. They are used on a temporary 
basis to ensure as many hearings as possible can continue to take 
place during the coronavirus outbreak.  

 
HMCTS is also introducing evening courts to bring down the backlog 
of cases in the magistrates’ court. Evening courts will sit from 5 to 8 
pm Monday to Friday. Saturday courts will also be extended. 
To bring down the backlog of Crown court cases, Covid-19 operating 
hours are being tested at Liverpool, Hull, Stafford, Snaresbrook, 
Portsmouth and Reading crown courts. 
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6) Online evidence: 
The decision as to how a hearing is conducted is a matter for the 
judge, magistrates or panel, who will determine how best to uphold 
the interests of justice. In considering the suitability of video/audio, 
judges will consider issues such as the nature of the matters at stake 
during the hearing; any issues the use of video/audio technology 
may present for participants in the hearing, having regard to 
individuals’ needs; and any issues around public access to or 
participation in the hearing. 
 
When technology is used, the Courts are using the Justice Video Service 
in the criminal courts, and provision for audio hearings that exists 
widely in the civil courts. In addition, they use: teleconferencing using 
BTMeetMe whereby participants are sent conference call phone 
numbers, and no specialist equipment is required other than a phone. 
Videoconferencing is used via Skype for Business on HMCTS and 
judicial systems.  
 
New legislation 
The Coronavirus Act 2020 expands the availability of video and 
audio link in court proceedings. This includes: allowing specific civil 
applications in the magistrates’ court to take place by phone or by 
video, should an individual appeal against restriction of movement 
due to quarantine measures. This expands the availability of video 
and audio link in various criminal proceedings, including full video 
and audio hearings in certain circumstances allowing the public to 
participate in court and tribunal proceedings through audio and 
video 

 
7) Please refer to answer number 5) 

 
Information taken from www.gov.uk 



8 
 

FRANCE 
 
 
 
 
1) The use of face masks in court depends on the individual presiding 

judge although it is expected that people do wear masks. In the 
Court of Appeal, their use is compulsory 

2) There is a duty to social distance (1 or 2 metres) 
3) Robe wearing: Robes are still worn 
4) Robe sharing: Not applicable 
5) Measures taken to deal with delays: The national lockdown caused a 

delay in every case. However, the Courts have now cleared the 
backlog and the current delays are the usual delays that existed 
before covid-19.  

6) Online evidence: In civil cases there has been an increase in written 
submissions. In criminal hearings, evidence online may be given. 

7) Nothing to report 
 
By Dominique Gantelme 
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GERMANY 
 
 
 
 
 
In Germany, covid-19 measures differ in each individual state as justice 
and the judiciary are regulated by the Federal States. The following 
answers refer to Bavaria only: 
 
1) Use of face masks: There is no general rule. The decision whether 

people may enter the court building without wearing a face mask is 
at the discretion of the court manager. The decision whether face 
masks must be worn in the courtroom is at the discretion of the 
judge presiding over the hearing. 
 

2) Social Distancing: See above, in addition, the general rules of the 
government of each federal state must be observed, such as keeping 
the number of people accessing the court building as low as possible, 
visual checks on entry and possibly, - if there are obvious symptoms-, 
questioning the person displaying the symptoms and taking their 
temperature. 

 

3) Robe wearing: In Germany it is compulsory to wear robes with the 
exception of the lowest district courts (Amtsgericht), 20 BRAO 

 
4) Robe sharing: As far as I know there is no robe sharing facilities in 

Court 

 

5) Measures to deal with hearing delays: As far as I know, no particular 
measures have been put in place to deal with hearing delays as a 
result of the pandemic. 

 
6) Online evidence: The principle of publicity in court is very important 

under German law. As far as I know physical presence is still required 
and it may not be replaced by video transmissions or hearings 
subject to certain exceptions that already existed prior to covid-19. 

 
7) Other measures: Larger court rooms if possible and restriction of the 

number of attendees  
 
By Thorsten Schaefer 
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GREECE 
 
 
 
 
1) Use of face masks: Its use is compulsory 
2) Social Distancing: 2 metres. Judges are also protected by a plexiglass 

screen along the bench in front of them 
3) Robe wearing: This is not applicable. Only judges in the Court of 

Cassations and the Conseile D’Etat and when in a Plenary Public 
Session (which is a rare occurrence) wear robes  

4) Robe sharing: not applicable. Advocates do not wear robes in Greece 
5) Measures to deal with delays: None 
6) Online evidence: Not applicable 
7) Other measures: The electronic filing of lawsuits has been allowed. 

Court’s decisions are also communicated electronically 
 
By Nickolas Papagiannopoulos 

 
 
ITALY 
 
 
 
 
 
1) The use of face masks in court is compulsory in Italy 
2) Social Distancing: 1 metre when wearing a face mask 
3) Compulsory robe wearing: According to the law in Italy, lawyers 

must wear robes in every public hearing. However, in practice, it is 
common to wear them in criminal proceedings and in front of the 
Supreme Court only. Some Bar Associations and Heads of Court 
Districts set different rules to adjust to their particular context. There 
are no changes in this respect due to covid-19.  

4) Robe sharing: There are no established rules in this regard and 
therefore no changes due to covid-19. Lawyers usually wear their 
own robe. 

5) Measures taken by the Judiciary to deal with hearing delays: It 
depends on the individual District Court. The most common 
measures being adopted are: 
- Holding hearings in the afternoon and early evening (under 

normal circumstances, hearings in Italy only take place in the 
morning or early afternoon 

- Listing cases on Saturdays 
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6) Witness evidence online: Physical presence is required regardless of 
the type of case it is whether civil or criminal 

7) Other measures: 
New types of hearings have been introduced such as: 
a) Virtual Hearings: via remote connection/video conference 
b) Written hearings 
c) Hearing in person: Hearings in Italy are usually public. 

However, if the hearing is to be held in person in Court, the 
judges often provide for the hearing to be held behind closed 
doors to protect public health 

 

By Federico Iacopo Mamoli 

 
THE NETHERLANDS 
 
 
 
 
 
1) Use of face masks in Court: The use of face masks in Court is not 

compulsory. There have however been instances were for example a 
defendant had to wear a face mask. It is up to the judges to decide. 

2) Social Distancing: It is required in the courtroom. The parties and the 
judge(s) should at all times keep a distance of 1.5 meter from each 
other. Lawyers and their clients could sit next to each other, but they 
will be separated by plexiglass. Unless it is a closed session, the press 
and the public can be physically present at a hearing or a judgment, 
provided that (the layout of) the court building and the courtroom 
allow the presence of the press and public. This is determined by the 
relevant court. Live streaming is used wherever possible. 

3) Robe wearing: The Law Society has asked the Courts to show some 
leniency regarding compulsory robe wearing, due to the fact robes 
should not be shared (or rented). This could also mean that the 
judges themselves will not wear their robes in court. 

4) Robe sharing: In ‘normal times’ it is possible to rent a robe at court. 
At the moment, that is no longer possible. Robe sharing is not 
allowed, due to the risk of contamination. 

5) Measures adopted by the Judiciary to deal with delays: Cases have 
been divided into: Really Urgent, Urgent and Other Cases. This way 
the “Really Urgent” cases face the least delay and “Urgent case”s 
face some measure of delay. This is more a delay management 
measure rather than a prevention of the delay measure. 

6) Can witnesses/parties give evidence online or is their physical 
presence required in Court?  
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The Court decides whether physical presence is required for a case or 
whether the case can be handled online or by telephone. It is possible 
for Courts to use a combination of physical presence and online 
presence for a hearing or multiple hearings.  

7) Any other measures adopted, or changes made as a result of the 
current pandemic?  
In civil proceedings, oral hearings are avoided if possible. Instead, an 
extra set of written submissions is allowed. It is also possible for an 
oral hearing to be scheduled after the second written set of 
submissions. Much depends on the judge’s decision. Sometimes there 
is a physical oral hearing, sometimes an oral hearing by Skype and 
sometimes a second written set of submissions with or without a 
subsequent oral hearing. 
 
By Roderick Rischen 

  
SCOTLAND 
 
 
 
 
 
1) Face coverings: People are strongly advised to bring and wear a face 

covering when entering and leaving the court building, while moving 
from one part of the building to another, or while waiting in 
communal areas such as reception points, witness rooms or outside a 
court or hearing room. This is in addition to observing the 2m physical 
distancing arrangements. You do not need to wear a face covering if, 
under government guidance, you are exempt from doing so in other 
locations (such as in shops or on public transport). You may be asked 
by a presiding judge or sheriff to remove a face covering in a court 
room when physical distancing measures are in place 
 

2) Social distancing: arrangements have been made to help people 
maintain two-metre (2m) physical distancing. These arrangements 
are specific to each building but may include:  
• managing entry and exits to the building and rooms, directing the 
flow of people, one-way systems, floor marking and tape to indicate 
boundaries  
• marking seats and areas as being out of use or restricted  
• restricting occupancy of rooms and galleries, providing advice on 
arrangements that apply  
• using ‘one-in, one-out’ systems for lift entry and exit  
• promoting single occupancy of toilet facilities  
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• clear signage and advisory posters 
 

3) Robe wearing: There have been no  changes as a result of covid-19 
 

4) Robe sharing: Not applicable 
 

5) Measures to deal with delays:  
 
High Court cases – High Court trials are now running.  
Sheriff and Jury cases – there are no trials running at present but 
there are plans to commence trials later in 2020. 
Sheriff Court and JP court cases - at present a limited number of 
trials are proceeding.  
Appeal court - cases are to continue as normal. 
 
Civil cases run normally throughout. 
 

6) Evidence online: Witnesses are only asked to attend if no other 
alternative method of giving evidence is considered suitable. 
Attendance by electronic means has been encouraged in both civil 
and criminal matters. 
 

7) Any other measures:  
All court and tribunal buildings are open with access restricted to only 
those with a direct involvement with proceedings, and journalists. 
Public counters remain closed. Members of the public are asked not 
to attend unless they have been specifically requested to by a court 
or tribunal official. This restriction is regularly reviewed in line with 
Public Health Scotland advice. For those that have been asked or 
cited to attend, they need to observe social distancing by keeping a 
2m gap between others while queuing and on entering the building. 
Hand sanitiser is available in court and tribunal buildings in waiting 
areas, inside courts and hearing rooms, and in other places such as 
toilets.  

 
Information taken from www.scotcourts.co.uk 

 

 

http://www.scotcourts.co.uk/
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SLOVAKIA 

 
 
 
 
 
1) Use of face masks: Yes, we do have to wear facemasks in the 
courtroom. 
2) Social distancing: At the moment, there are no compulsory regulations 
about social distancing in the courtrooms. Courtrooms should not be 
overcrowded. If possible, the distance of 2 metres and 10m2 for 1 person 
should be observed. Public health protection has been added as a reason 
for the public to be excluded from hearings. This was applied, for 
example, in a big criminal case that was heard last April. In such cases 
the court must record the whole hearing, which shall be made available 
to anyone without delay after the hearing.  
3) Robe wearing:  In Slovakia, advocates do not usually wear robes in the 
courtroom. The only occasion in which robes must be worn by advocates 
is in criminal proceedings. Judges, on the other hand, wear robes in both 
civil and criminal proceedings. There has been no change to the 
obligation to wear a robe because of the pandemic. 
4) Robe sharing: I am not aware that there are spare robes in the 
courthouse to be borrowed and everybody brings their own robe.    
5) Measures to deal with delays: The court hearings scheduled for Spring 
2020 were postponed to Autumn 2020 in most cases. There were 
exceptions made in case of necessity. In such cases the hearings were still 
held. Examples off such exceptions included criminal hearings, care for 
minors or where there was a risk of irreparable damage). As I mentioned 
before, the protection of public health has been added as a reason why 
the public may be excluded from hearings. Limitation and procedural 
time periods were interrupted from the middle of March to the end of 
April. Temporary protection was granted to people financially affected 
by COVID measures (for example, postponement / interruption of 
execution proceedings).    
6) Online evidence: No, witnesses cannot give evidence online and their 
physical presence is required. 
7)  Other general measures have been implemented such as for example: 
-        Hygiene measures (for example, there is hydro gel available for the 
disinfection of hands when entering public indoor areas, including the 
courthouse); 
-        Your temperature is taken when entering some public areas / 
events, including the courthouse. 
-        There is a duty to wear face masks in all indoor public areas and 
public transport (with a few exceptions); this currently also applies to 
schools at least until the beginning of October. 
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-        When returning from risk (“red”) countries you have to: either (i) 
isolate at home and on the 5th day you can take a COVID test or (ii) 
upon entry into Slovakia you can show a negative PCR test not older 
than 72 hours (the second option applies only to EU countries); 
-        Public events are limited. 
 
By Adriena Petrova 
 
 
SPAIN 
 
 
 
 
1) Face masks are compulsory for everyone in the court room. In 

addition, there is plexiglass separating the judges, lawyers, etc 
2) Social Distancing: This depends on the different courts. In some 

courts, defence lawyers sit next to prosecutors, in others, seats are 
separated. The judge remains in his place but sits next to other court 
staff. 

3) Robe wearing: Its use has been dispensed with during the pandemic 
and until 21 June 2021. 

4) Robe sharing: Spare robes are still available in the courthouse for use 
by different professionals. They are sanitised every time they are 
used but their use is rare at the moment due to the reasons 
explained in 3) above 

5) Measures taken by the Judiciary to deal with delays: none that I 
know of for the time being 

6) Are witnesses allowed to give evidence online or is their physical 
presence required in court? Witnesses and parties can give evidence 
online both in civil and criminal matters. This is how things work in 
Madrid. However, it is totally court dependant. Some judges are 
allowing evidence to be given online and others are not. 

7) Nothing to report. 
 
By Maria Luisa Perez Alvarez 
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SWITZERLAND 
 
 
 
 
1) In most courts, face masks are not mandatory. An exception is 

Zurich, where they are 
2) Social distancing is compulsory, the minimum distance is 1.5 metres 
3) No robes are worn in court in Switzerland; therefore, no changes 

have been required 
4) Not applicable 
5) Delays: No specific measures have been implemented as far as I 

know. Some procedures have been changed, ie: some oral hearings 
have been replaced by written submissions. There are fewer court 
hearings and most conferences are now online. 

6) Online evidence is only permissible with the consent of all the parties. 
If one of the parties objects, physical presence is then required at the 
hearing. 

7) Different measures have been adopted by different courts. There is 
not one general set of covid-19 measures that applies to all courts. 
Rather, each canton has its own rules and different courts handle 
them differently. As everywhere I guess, we do not have face to face 
client meetings anymore. Everything is done online.  
 
By Raphael Meier 
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On 27 June 2020, a new Board was elected as follows: 

 
Chair:    Veronika Anderson 
Vice Chair:    Adrienna Petrova 
General Secretary: Antonio Araujo Costa 
Treasurer:    Hanna Pahk 
ELP Recruitment: Raphael Meier  
ELP Programme:  Charles Mullin 
Social Networks:  Donald Ventapaken 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations on your appointment. Our 
best wishes in your new roles! 

 
Our hearfelt gratitude to Sabrina Jenquin 
and Leonie Rameloo for all their hard 
work at the Board during their tenure 
years 
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                   Congratulations!!! 

 

 to our German national representative, Thorsten 

Schaefer, on his appointment as Head of IP & Data 

at Axel Springer Group Legal. Onwards & upwards!  

 

All the best in your new role! 

 

 
RECRUITMENT FOR OUR NEXT GENERATION OF 

EURODEVILS IS NOW OPEN 

ALL RELEVANT INFORMATION AND APPLICATION 

FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE: 

WWW.EUROPEAN-LAWYERS.ORG. ALL MEMBERS 

ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO SHARE OUR ELP 

AD WITH THEIR PROFESSIONAL NETWORK 

 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS:  

6 NOVEMBER 2020 

 

THE PROGRAMME WILL BE HELD BETWEEN  

6 APRIL-25 JUNE 2021 

 

RAPHAEL MEIER IS THE NEW BOARD MEMBER IN 

CHARGE OF RECRUITMENT AND ELP 

COORDINATION. HE MAY BE CONTACTED AT 

RAPHAELMEIER@HOTMAIL.COM 

http://www.european-lawyers.org/
mailto:RAPHAELMEIER@HOTMAIL.COM
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Congratulations!! 
 
to our esteemed colleague Antonio Toma 
on the arrival of not one but two bundles 
of joy! Vittoria & Ludovica Toma were born 
in the middle of the pandemic bringing 
hope with them and a fantastic new 
addition to the ELA family! 
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Which way to go? 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



21 
 

 

 
The routes to qualification as a solicitor in England and Wales are changing. Based 

on current information, the changes will likely affect all those commencing their 

law degrees from September 2021 onwards, if they wish to qualify as a solicitor.  

 

In England and Wales, the qualification routes -including Solicitors Qualifying 

Exam (SQE) and Future Bar Training (FBT)- are as follows: 
 

Currently Up to September 2019 

Solicitor Barrister 

Route 1 Route 1 

Qualifying Law Degree  

(3 years) 

+ 

 Legal Practice Course  

(1 year) 

+ 

Training contract  

(2 years). 

Qualifying Law Degree  

(3 years) 

+ 

Bar Course Aptitude Test (BCAT) 

+ 

Bar Professional Training Course 

(BPTC)  

Route 2 Route 2 

Degree in subject other than law 

(3 years) 

+ 

Graduate Diploma in Law 

(1 year) 

+ 

Legal Practice Course 

(1 year) 

+ 

Training contract  

(2 years) 

Degree in subject other than law 

(3 years) 

+ 

Graduate Diploma in Law 

(1 year) 

+ 

Bar Course Aptitude Test (BCAT) 

+ 

Bar Professional Training Course 

(BPTC) 

Changes  

Autumn 2021 September 2019 

Degree or equivalent  

(degree-level apprenticeship)  

+ 

Solicitors Qualifying Exam 

+ 

2 years' qualifying work experience 

Future Bar Training (FBT) programme  

The academic component must 

continue to contain the existing seven 

'Foundations of Legal Knowledge' plus 

the skills associated with graduate 

legal work, such as legal research.  

 



22 
 

 

 

 
 

For further information on these changes, you may wish to visit 

the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA) website at www.sra.org.uk and/or 

The Bar Standards Board website at www.barstandardsboard.org.uk 

 

 

https://www.sra.org.uk/sra/policy/sqe.page
http://www.sra.org.uk/
http://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/
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What was your route into the 

profession?  I attended a court hearing 

about a guy accused of driving through a 

red light 

 

What has been your biggest career 

challenge so far? A change of 

employer at the peak of Corona madness 

 

Which person within the legal 

profession inspires you most?  The 

Estonian Chief Justice, Ms Ülle Madise 

– clever and balanced 

 

If you weren’t a lawyer, what would 

you choose as an alternate career? 

Something related to architecture 

 

Who is your favourite fictional 

lawyer? Jessica Pearson from Suits 

 

What change would you make to the 

profession? Teach the basics to more 

people (e.g. legal education /practical 

tips in schools) 

 

How do you relax? by exploring the 

world, practising sports, meeting up 

with friends, enjoying good wine, better 

films, and great music 

 

Favourite Film: Cidade de Deus (2002) 

 

Favourite Book: “The Magus” by John 

Fowles 

 

Favourite City or Destination: islands 

 

My first paycheck was spent on...  

bought my first mobile phone as a result 

of a Summer job after 9th grade 

 

My most overused phrase: typical 

phrase of a lawyer: “It depends...” 

 

I love the smell of: freshly ground 

coffee, printed ink, mowed lawn 

 

Tea or coffee: coffee 

 

Owl or Lark: owl 
 

 

 

 

 

PROFILE 
Name:   Hanna Pahk 
Country of birth:    Estonia 
Country of Residence:  Estonia 
Current employer:  Ellex  
Year when you qualified: 2013 
Area of law:  corporate and 

employment, M&A 
Professional memberships: Estonian Bar 
Association; Employment Law Committee, 
Estonian Young Lawyers’ Association, ELA 
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What was your route into the 

profession? I have always been better 

with words than with numbers so it was 

clear to me that I would pursue a career 

with a focus on language rather than 

science. At school I was very interested 

in history but decided to go for law in 

the end, a choice I do not regret. I still 

enjoy arguing different aspects of 

cases and trying to convince judges of 

my client’s position.  

 

What has been your biggest career 

challenge so far? Passing the Swiss bar 

exam was certainly a big challenge. 

Since working as a lawyer, my biggest 

challenge so far has been representing a 

client in a complex post M&A dispute 

concerning claims of wrong accounting, 

which involved dealing with huge Excel 

sheets (numbers!). 

 

Which person within the legal 

profession inspires you most?  One 

past and one current boss of mine, who 

are both very good litigators and from 

whom I continue to learn a lot. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you weren’t a lawyer, what would 

you choose as an alternate career?  

 

Beach bar owner in a place with great 

waves. 

 

Who is your favourite fictional 

lawyer? Mike Ross from Suits 

 

What change would you make to the 

profession? I would further the 

possibility of flexible careers in 

commercial law firms (part-time work, 

home office etc.) 

 

How do you relax? I love to exercise 

and being outdoors, especially surfing 

(difficult in land-locked Switzerland), 

Swimming and slacklining. 

 

Favourite Film: The Grand Budapest 

Hotel, Best Exotic Marigold Hotel, 

Death at a Funeral 

 

Favourite Book: The Alchimist by Paulo 

Coelho 

 

Favourite City or Destination: 

Edinburgh 

 

PROFILE 
Name:     Raphael Meier 
Country of birth:    Switzerland 
Country of Residence:  Switzerland 
Current employer:   Thouvenin Attorneys at Law 
Year when you qualified:   2012 
Area of law: Commercial litigation and 

arbitration, general contract law, 
IP/IT 

Professional memberships:  Swiss and Zurich Bar Association, 
Law Society of Scotland 
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My first paycheck was spent on...  

Nothing exciting, but with about the 3rd 

of 4th I bought myself a nice camera. 

 

My most overused phrase: That’s life 

 

I love the smell of: The ocean 

 

Tea or coffee: Tea (very British) 

 

Owl or Lark: Lark in the office, owl at 

the weekend 
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Next AGM: 13-16 May  

Seville 2021 

 
 

 


