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As Autumn starts, we remember with fondness those 

long Summer days now long gone (at least here in the 

North of Europe!). As we prepare for the Winter, we look 

forward to our next meeting in Switzerland from 3rd to 

5th of November. Hosted by our Swiss national 

representative, Elias, it promises to be another fabulous 

ELA weekend to remember! Whilst this is a Board 

meeting, all members are welcome to attend. For further 

details, please visit our webpage at www.european-

lawyers.org. We look forward to seeing you! 

The Board is currently looking into the issue of data 

protection and our duties under European Law as 

developed in Belgium, where the Association is 

registered. An email regarding this issue and permission 

to continue to hold your personal data will be circulated 

in the next few months. You are invited and encouraged 

to reply to it as promptly as possible in order to assist us 

in complying with current legislation.  

In this issue, we welcome new members to the 

Association, congratulate colleagues that have been 

promoted or appointed to roles of even more 

responsibility and we mourn for those that have sadly 

left us in the last few months and whose lives we 

remember with fond memories and affection. 

A WORD FROM THE EDITOR 
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We also introduce you to the new national representatives for 

countries previously unrepresented. A sign that the Association 

is healthy and growing. For us to continue to prosper, we need 

all members’ support, this you can do in many ways: joining the 

programme to host an Advocate from The Faculty in your law 

firm, sending in articles on legal developments in your country, 

volunteering to advertise the ELP programme locally, helping 

your national representative, etc 

For those of you not travelling to Basel in November, we remind 

you that we have a fantastic programme planned for the next 

Annual General meeting which is due to take place in Marseilles 

in May 2018, it will include a sailing trip on the Mediterranean! 

Last but not least, we invite you to send in your articles and 

latest news for publication in the next issue due to be published 

in April 2018. The deadline for submissions is 31 March 2018. 

Enjoy! 
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Dear friends, 

 

Please allow me to start the ‘Letter of the Chairwoman’ with a quiz. Get this 

right and eternal glory will follow (as well as a free bottle of wine at our next 

meeting in Basel).  

 

Question:     What piece of garment is represented in the picture?  

    (hint – the logo is of particular relevance) 
 

Bonus question:  Who is wearing it and at what occasion?  

    (hint – picture was taken within last 6 months) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send your answers to Sabrina.jenquin@ed.ac.uk before 15 October 2017. 
 

 

Back to ELA business. I hope that you all had a great Summer and are ready for yet 

another busy, challenging and exciting year. Since our last newsletter, a lot has 

happened. We had a very successful annual general meeting in Berlin in May. It was 

extremely well organised, basked in warm and sunny weather and left us all feeling 

a bit more Berliner. Please check out the many pictures on our website which give a 

flavour of our many adventures there.  
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The European Lawyers Programme 2017 sadly had to come to an end in 

June but in true ELA style, we celebrated its success with our friends of 

the Faculty of Advocates and Judiciary in the National Museum of 

Scotland on the 29th June. I enjoyed getting to know this year’s 

Eurodevils and really look forward to introducing them to you in 

Marseille next year (if not before). Huge thanks to Vialegis for the 

generous sponsorship of the drinks reception – we did enjoy it!   

Speaking of ELP, you will have received our e-mails regarding 

recruitment for next year’s programme. The adverts for the ELP 

programme are being published throughout Europe, on websites and 

social media. The more we publicise this advert, the more opportunities 

we give European lawyers to hear about it and apply. So please help us 

advertise the programme in any way you can. Any help is much 

appreciated. Any questions please e-mail me or Veronika Anderson 

(veronika.anderson@ed.ac.uk ).  

I know that many of you are still grateful for the opportunity which was 

given to us to attend the European Lawyers Programme or its 

precursor. You have also expressed your gratitude to the many 

volunteers that have made it happen both in England and Scotland. 

Well…, you may be able to give something back to the Programme and 

more specifically to all these volunteers who still commit to the ELP in 

Scotland.  

We would like to offer Advocates of the Faculty an opportunity to 

spend some time with ELA members in their country (a sort of 

internship). Please keep an eye out for e-mails regarding this and if you 

have any availability, please volunteer. I truly believe that it will benefit 

both hosts (ELA members) and guests (Scottish advocates). More 

information will be provided by e-mail and please do not hesitate to get 

in touch if interested.  

I look forward to seeing you in Basel and who knows – share that bottle 

of wine you may have won through the quiz above.  

Best wishes,  

Sabrina Jenquin 
ELA Chairman 

Sabrina Jenquin 
Chairwoman, ELA 
The University of 
Edinburgh 
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As a result of his recent appointment as a 

Board member of the Dutch Bar 

Association, our good friend and ELA 

colleague, Frans Knuppe, was interviewed 

in the “Advocatenblad”, the magazine of 

the Dutch Bar Association.  

 

Here is an extract from that interview: 

As the son of a lawyer, Director Frans 

Knüppe (61) was introduced to the profession from a very young age. Quite 

some time has passed since. Frans will be celebrating his 40th anniversary at 

Dirkzwager in Arnhem next year. In the course of his career, it became very 

apparent that he was fascinated with the administrative aspect of the legal 

profession. He has been a board member of the Board of Representatives 

(of the Netherlands Bar Association), as well as the Dean of the Arnhem Bar 

Association and a board member of the Attorney Disciplinary Board. He 

currently holds a position in the Disciplinary Appeals Tribunal, but he will be 

resigning from this position soon. 

Frans perceives the transition to the AR (General Council) of the NOvA (the 

Netherlands Bar Association) as an obvious development. “It is not as if I 

was planning this transition for years now, but I find the NOvA to be an 

important organization in which I want to participate actively. An 

administrative position inspires me, even more so if it is a position as a 

board member of the General Council of the NOvA. It implies a lot of 

additional work for me, but with the assistance of my law firm I will gladly 

make time to execute my duties within the General Council of the NOvA.” 

Knüppe anticipates significant changes which will happen rapidly within the 

legal profession. “I find the digitization of the legal profession to be quite 

exciting. I expect that some of our work will be taken over by robots soon. I 

think more will change than many people do realize. Things will be moving 

ahead altogether more rapidly”. 
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NEWS FROM ELA! 

3-5 November 2017: Next 
Board meeting in Basel, 
Switzerland. All are welcome 
to attend. Basel is the third 
biggest city in Switzerland and 
one of the best places to live in 
the world! This is your 
opportunity to visit it. For 
further details, please refer to 
Sabrina Jenquin's recent email, 
book your flights and hotel, 
email Elias and... Off you go! A 
big cheese fondue will be 
waiting for you on Saturday 
night at one of the trendiest 
restaurants in the city!" 

We cannot wait to sail on 

the Mediterranean in May 

2018! Our colleagues 

Ambroise and Paule have 

planned a fantastic AGM in 

the French city of 

Marseilles. Please visit our 

webpage for further details 

and... look out for the email 

that will be circulated early 

next year providing you 

with full details of what is 

in store in this beautiful 

sunny part of the world. 

France, here we come..."  

 

Congratulations, Stephen! 

At the beginning of September, it was reported that Stephen O’Rourke, the 

advocate who ran the ELP for a number of years, was awarded silk and made 

Queen’s Counsel. Those ELA members who have been fortunate enough to 

work with him during their time in Edinburgh will surely appreciate the 

professional recognition this award implies. 

What follows is an extract from The Scottish Legal News on Tuesday 5th September 2017: 

“Double Silk among new QCs 

Thirteen members of the Faculty of Advocates have been approved by her Majesty, The Queen, for the “rank and 

dignity of Queen’s Counsel”. 

The list- announced by The Scottish Government includes James Findlay who achieved the distinction of taking silk 

on both sides of the border. The appointments bring to 217 the number of seniors practising at the Scottish Bar 

where membership stands at 441. 

The 13 are: Jonathan Barne, Lynda Brabender, Almira Delibegovic-Broome, James Finlay (QC in England & Wales in 

2008), Anthony Graham, Gavin MacColl, Stephen O’Rourke, David Parratt, Martin Richardson, Thomas Ross, 

Michael Staurt, David Thomson and Gavin Walker. The list is completed by Antony Jones, solicitor-advocate. 

The new silks will be welcome by Lord Carloway, the Lord President, at a ceremony on 25th September in the First 

Division courtroom in Parliament House to mark the opening of the legal year.” 

We congratulate Veronika Anderson for her appointment as Board member. 

Veronika has been very successful in promoting the ELP programme and recruiting 

high quality candidates from all over Europe, including countries that had no 

previous representation in our Association. Veronika has been assisted by our 

National representatives with whom she liaises on a regular basis. On behalf of the 

Association, thank you all for all your hard work. 



 

 

 

NEW NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES - WELCOME! 
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New National Representative for Slovakia.  

Introducing: Adriena Petrova 

 

 

Adriena is an advocate from Slovakia. She runs 

her own law firm -SOWA- based in Bratislava. 

She is fluent in Slovak, Czech, German and Eng-

lish. In addition to commercial and company 

law, she specialises mainly in mergers and ac-

quisitions, real estate, labour law, intellectual 

property law and legal interpretation, which is 

her main passion. She was a Eurodevil in 2017 

and with her devil masters- Alasdair Burnet, 

Lisa Henderson QC and Lord Mulholland- she 

had the opportunity to gain experience in oth-

er areas of the law such as criminal law, per-

sonal injury or planning. Away from the law, 

Adriena’s main hobbies are travelling, reading, 

running and ballroom dancing. 

 

New National Representative for Estonia.  

Introducing: Hannah Pahk 

 

 

Hi, I am Hannah Pahk your new national rep 

for Estonia. My work involves solving people’s 

problems relating to employment, company 

law and M & A transactions (some might say I 

am trying to create more of them -depending 

on the angle from which one looks at it!). 

Away from work, I try to keep fit with Muay 

Thay and I also like to try out new crazy things 

such as wind surfing, skydiving, etc. I am also a 

big cinema fan and like jazz festivals. To para-

phrase the “Dirty Dancing” film which we had 

the opportunity to watch in Edinburgh on a 

huge screen in the open air, the ELP Pro-

gramme definitely was part of “the” time of 

my life! 

 

 
We also have a new national representative for Belgium.  

Her name is Sybille Pringot. Congratulations Sybille! 



 

 

 
 

You never know what to expect when you embark on a new experience, 

especially abroad. And, from the very beginning, this one resembled an 

adventure. 

My interview was held outdoors, on a balcony, on a very grey day. My 

computer, the internet connection and the microphone decided to stop 

working at the same time so I picked up my telephone and I started to 

speak (in English!), with the Italian representative.  

Immediately after the meeting, I was not very positive as to how it had 

unfolded. 

However, at the end of November, whilst I was cooking my annual 

thanks-giving day fat-chicken- with my friends, confirmation of my ac-

ceptance as an ELA trainee arrived. It did so with a set of instructions of 

things to do: book a flight, find a place to stay, start reading material on 

Scottish Law, contact the other participants and, finally, the date for de-

parture. 
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The first thing that came to mind upon arrival in Edinburgh was “grey”: 

everything seemed grey to me: the sky, the streets, the buildings…but 

after 3 hours, I started to discover how warm this city and people that live 

here can be. 
 

During the introduction to the programme we had the opportunity to 

better understand not only the legal Scottish system, but also the institu-

tional set up. We visited the Scottish Parliament and the Scottish Govern-

ment´s legal services. Afterwards, I reached the conclusion that currently 

one of the most relevant problems is Brexit, but maybe I am wrong! I’m 

of course joking: Every question I had about Brexit was answered and I 

could not be more satisfied with the answers I got! 
 

During the firsts two weeks I really enjoyed the oral and written exercises 

(even if they pushed me out from my comfort zone). Of course, one of my 

favorite moments was the visit to Lord Lyon and his giant library: a place 

where you can get lost forever!  
 

As a lawyer, libraries are my favorite places anywhere I go, but the one in 

Parliament house made me comfortable even in those days when I 

missed home. It is a place to meet, where advocates work hard and dis-

cuss legal matters. And of course, where they have their “training/fitness” 

moment, walking up and down in the main hall. I felt strange first time 

round but afterwards it became a kind of ceremony, the perfect oppor-

tunity to reorganize and gather your thoughts. 
 

My first day at a hearing took place in Dundee, at the Sheriff Court: It was 

a crazy day, in which highly specialized legal matters were discussed. It 

was there that I realized that some justice-related problems are the same 

all over the world. However, the feeling of that first morning when I en-

tered a new courtroom and tried to understand people and situations 

was priceless. 
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I was very lucky with my tutors, all of them, because I had the 

opportunity to be exposed to all the areas that I really love. Es-

pecially commercial and agricultural law. With a bit of pain and 

large amounts of reading I managed to understand what hap-

pens in the Land Court and the different kinds of hearings be-

fore the Commercial Courts.  
 

My daily schedule consisted of hearings, meetings with clients 

and commissions (something which was really new to me and 

that I really enjoyed). I also had to do written work and debate 

face to face with my tutors. I was given cases, I was challenged 

to find a way to approach legal problems, from an Italian and 

Scottish legal systems´ point of view. 
 

It may sound trivial, but a big and important part of the pro-

gramme for me was the opportunity to meet the other partici-

pants. On the professional side it gave me the chance to find 

out about the differences between our legal systems. On the 

personal side, I found out that lawyers from all over Europe are 

nice, funny and energetic individuals.  
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Together we travelled a little around Scotland, we discovered 

Edinburgh’s night-life, we went to the Devils’ Advocate and to 

Parliament House Cafeteria, we watched movies at the domin-

ion cinema and at the open plan cinema in St. Andrews square.  

 

I should mention Sabrina, Veronika, Peter and Charles, that in 

different ways helped us understand this new world and feel 

like a big family. 

 

Many experiences that made my days in Edinburgh unforgetta-

ble. 

 

At the end of the day, the only thing that I can say is “thank 

you” for everything, I hope to see you again next year in Mar-

seilles!! 

 

 

Francesca Sandrone  

ELP Participant 2017 
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Antonio Raffaele Toma  

 PROFILE 
Name:     Adrian Glaesner   
Country of birth:    Germany 
Country of Residence:   Germany  
Current employer:    Allianz  
Year when you qualified:   1991 
Area of law:     European Union law, capital market law  
Professional memberships:  European Lawyers Association,  
     Münchner Gesprächskreis Unternehmensrecht,  
     Bankrechtliche Vereinigung – Wissenschaftliche  
     Gesellschaft für Bankrecht e.V  

What was your route into the 
profession?  
A banking apprenticeship in 
Hamburg inspired me to study 
law. 
 
What has been your biggest ca-
reer challenge so far?  
The 2007 financial crisis 
  
Which person within the legal 
profession inspires you most?  
Andreas Voßkuhle (president of 
the German Constitutional Court 
– Bundesverfassungsgericht) 
 
If you weren't a lawyer, what 
would you choose as an alternate 
career? 
Historian 
 
Who is your favourite fictional 
lawyer?  
Horace W. Rumpole („Rumpole 
of the Bailey“) 
 
What change would you make to 
the profession?  
Too difficult to answer. 

 
How do you relax?  
Listening to music, e.g. Jacques 
Brel (“le plat pays”) 
 
Favourite Film:  
Buena Vista Social Club  
 
Favourite Book:  
Gabriel García Márquez’s “Cien 
años de soledad” 
 
Favourite City or Destination:  
Barcelona or Belgian coast   
 
My first pay check was spent on...  
a dinner-for-two with my wife  
  
My most overused phrase:   
“It depends…”  
 
I love the smell of.... 
roses 
  
Tea or coffee:  

tea 
 
Owl or Lark:  
owl 
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Antonio Raffaele Toma  

 PROFILE 
Name:     María José Lunas Díaz  
Country of birth:    Spain  
Country of Residence:   Spain   
Current employer:    Estudio Jurídico Internacional Lunas y Abogados  
Year when you qualified:   1995 
Area of law:     International Private Law, Banking and Financial Law, 
     Consumer law, Class actions, competition law,  
     procedural law  
Professional memberships:  ELA, AEPDIRI (Asociación Española de Profesores de 
     Derecho Internacional y Relaciones internacionales), 
     Foro por la Justicia del CGAE  

What was your route into the profes-
sion?  
Following my graduation, I gave up my 
job in the Property Registry office and 
joined the academic world with a view 
to doing my PhD on the international 
legal protection of bank customers. I 
also started teaching private interna-
tional law/conflict of laws. International 
research was my ideal “excuse” to trav-
el, undertake research in different 
countries and babble away in different 
languages. Above all, I had a lot of fun 
during this time.  
 
In 2000, I got my PhD and left Universi-
ty for the European Commission and 
Brussels. Upon my return, I went back 
to academia teaching International Pri-
vate Law, Banking Law and Consumer 
Law. I also joined a large and well-
known consumer association which 
specialises in banking customers. I was 
Head of the International Department 
and was also in charge of ongoing pro-
fessional development for the legal 
staff. I was eventually appointed Direc-
tor of Legal Services. I was responsible 
for more than 50 lawyers in Spain and 
almost 200 worldwide. In Latin America 
alone we had 18 offices, thousands of 
lawsuits and clients and lots of class 
actions in progress. It was at this point 
that I decided to “go it alone” and open 
my own law firm. However, I soon dis-
covered that I was not ready for such a 
considerable change just yet. I needed 

some fresh air so I packed up my bags 
once more and headed for Edinburgh 
to join the wonderful ELP Programme.  
 
Back home again, my daughter Paula 
was born and so was Lunas y Asociados, 
my law firm. After a slow start, we now 
have a team of 9 lawyers working in 
different areas of the law. I also devote 
time to teaching at University and run 
CPD courses in The Law Society in Ma-
drid. 
 
What has been your biggest career chal-
lenge so far?  
Being resilient, true to myself. I never 
give up and I reinvent myself when ne-
cessary. In summary, I am stubborn and 
persistent but, above all, my biggest 
challenge to date has been finding a 
husband that understands the above! 
  
Which person within the legal profession 
inspires you most?  
All self-employed lawyers. All those that 
survive in this complex profession. A job 
with no set working hours and a bad rep-
utation -at least in Spain-. A very com-
petitive profession (there are more than 
250.000 lawyers in Spain) 
 
If you weren't a lawyer, what would you 
choose as an alternate career? 
The theatre or politics! You would be ap-
plauded in the former and booed in the 
latter but on either one you can get on to 
the stage! 
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Antonio Raffaele Toma  

Who is your favourite fictional 
lawyer?  
Ally Macbeal, of course. 
 
Who would say no to clients 
such as God? Fast paying clients? 
a large supply of winning cases? 
 
Who would not wish to be able 
to leave work every day and 
attend the wine bar downstairs 
to go dancing and singing and 
without having to think about 
work the following day? Without 
a crease on your clothes, no dark 
patches under your eyes and 
perfect hair in place? 
 
Instead, most days after work I 
look more like Mafalda (the Ar-
gentinian cartoon character) 
with mad hair and existentialist 
doubts! 
 
What change would you make to 
the profession?  
True freedom of movement 
within the EU and duty to work 
as a lawyer for at least two years 
prior to being allowed to work in 
any other area of the legal pro-
fession (judge, professor, notary 
public, etc) 
 
How do you relax?  
Relax? What is that? Never 
heard of it! 
 
Favourite Film:  
“PS. I love you”,  
 
It brings back wonderful memo-
ries of my Scottish ELA family in 

2009! How much wine was 
drunk that year! 
 
Favourite Book:  
Difficult to tell… 
 
Milan Kundera’s “The unbeara-
ble lightness of being” or per-
haps Garcia Marquez’s “Love in 
times of cholera” 
 
And, by the way, one very much 
along the lines of ELA members: 
“No news on Gurb” by Eduardo 
Mendoza 
 
Favourite City or Destination:  
París 
  
My first pay check was spent on...  
Travelling, what else would it 
be? And some clothes of 
course…  
   
My most overused phrase:   
“When I am good, I am very 
good but when I am bad I am 
better” (Mae West).  
 
I also love another of her quotes: 
“You only live once but if you do 
it right, once should be enough” 
 
I love the smell of.... 
Wet pine trees at dawn in Sierra 
de Guadarrama 
  
Tea or coffee:  

Please!!! I am Spanish, what 
type of question is that? 
 
Owl or Lark:  
Lark, if allowed to be. 
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On 5th June the sad news arrived of the passing of Donald 

Rennie - a friend, member and supporter of the ELA for 

many years.  It will no doubt be recalled that Donald and his 

wife Brenda, both Scottish solicitors, over several decades 

hosted Eurodevils in their offices in Edinburgh.  Not only 

that, they have often generously entertained whole groups 

of Eurodevils at their house.  Donald, moreover, became a 

member of the ELA and attended several of the annual 

meetings.  His interest in the Eurodevil Programme and the 

ELA remained strong right until his final days. 

Donald had a distinguished legal career, specialising in agricultural law, and 

was well known amongst his counterparts in other EU states, often 

participating in international conferences addressing his particular expertise. 

Donald was treated for cancer over a lengthy period and all seemed to be 

going well until the start of this year, when his health suddenly took an 

untreatable turn for the worse.  It is notable that Donald made every effort to 

lead as normal and as full a life as possible, for as long as possible, despite his 

illness. 

No doubt ELA members will have good memories of Donald, his gentle 

personality, his kindness, sense of humour, keen mind and wisdom. Our 

thoughts, no doubt, will also be with Brenda, with whom Donald was married 

for 42 years. 

Charles Mullin 

ELA Director 
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Celebration of Life: 

On the 9th September, ELA 

members attended a large 

gathering in the Hub, Edinburgh, 

meant to be a Celebration of the 

life of our late colleague Donald 

Rennie. Our chair, Sabrina Jenquin 

and ELA member Stelios Deverakis 

attended on behalf of the ELA. 

More than 150 guests were 

assembled to honour his memory. 

Guests came from different 

quarters of local society where Donald, and his long-standing partner and 

wife Brenda, were active and leading members of the community. 

The event took place within one of the largest and most elegant halls of 

The Hub and it was attended by members of the Judiciary, former 

colleagues and classmates of Donald’s and his many contacts from the 

music and art world. He was a longstanding member of ELA and a 

supporter of the annual Young European Lawyers Scheme (ELP) in 

Edinburgh. 

 

Stelios Deverakis 
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Dear friends, 

I am writing to share the sad news that Professor 

Robin Morse passed away on 14 June 2017. He 

had been unwell for a couple of years and his con-

dition took a sad turn for the worse a week before 

his passing. 

Those of us who enjoyed his teaching at King’s Col-

lege London will never forget his classes and his friendship. 

Professor Morse’s teaching and research interest lied in the field of private international 

law and included international commercial litigation, international business transactions 

and comparative conflict of laws. Robin had been a member of staff in the Dickson Poon 

School of Law since 1971 and Professor of Law since 1992. He served as Head of the 

School and was a Fellow of King’s College London. He was an editor of Dicey and Morris 

on Conflict of Laws, Benjamin’s Sale of Goods and Chitty on Contracts as well as the au-

thor of numerous articles and contributions to books on private international law. He 

was a member of the European Group for Private International Law (GEDIP). 

May his soul rest in the peace of the Lord 

 

Luis Carreras Llansana 
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