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Asun Sueiro Sierra 
Abogado. MSc. Post Grad 
Dip in Law/CPE 

A WORD FROM THE EDITOR 
 
 
Welcome to the Spring issue of your newsletter. 
 
You would have by now received your invitation to attend the next annual general 
meeting in the beautiful city of Valencia. Registration and preferential hotel rates 
are available until 15 April so, if you have not already done so, please make sure you 
make the necessary arrangements before Easter as it is less than 2 months before 
we meet again! 
 
Valencia has just concluded its Fallas celebrations and it is currently getting ready 
for our arrival! We have no doubt that you will thoroughly enjoy the very 
interesting programme put together by the organising committee. It includes a 
surprise you are not expecting and you would not wish to miss, as it will no doubt 
become one of those to remember and talk about at future meetings!   
 
In this issue our Norwegian esteemed colleague, Tron Gundersen, rule of law 
advisor to the government of Moldova, tells us about his experiences in assisting 
that country to fight corruption and ensure the rule of law and respect for human 
rights. 
 
Cecilia Navarrete celebrates the 200th birthday of the Spanish Supreme Court 
 
...and you get to know two of our colleagues better in our new section: "A profile 
of..." .  
 
It will soon be your turn, so get your answers ready and let me have them either via 
email or at the meeting in Valencia for publication in the next issue. 
 

The whole board is up for re-election in Valencia. We provide you with further 
details as to how the process is to take place this time as it is anticipated that new 
members will become more accountable than ever before in relation to specific 
tasks. 
 
Finally, should you wish to tell us about a new legal development in your country, at 
work, a new appointment or any other matter of interest in relation to ELA, please 
do not hesitate to contact us at asunsueiro@hotmail.com. 
 

See you in Valencia!  

mailto:asunsueiro@hotmail.com
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MOLDOVA, A TIME FOR CHANGE 

as seen by Tron Gundersen 
 

 

On 27 June 2014 Moldova signed its Association Agreement with the EU. According to the 
agreement, reforming the justice sector is one of the priorities. According to a public opinion 
barometer only 23 % have trust in the Moldovan justice system (however in 2013 the 
percentage was only 15).  
 
The Moldovan Government initiated its Justice Reform Strategy in 2012 to be implemented and 
completed by the end of 2016.   
 
The Action Plan of the reform is ambitious with numerous projects and activities. Reform of the 
Prosecution service is one of the major issues. It is now under political influence and the need 
to establish an independent prosecution service is one of the key elements of the reform. So far 
it has been difficult to achieve the necessary political support for this reform.  Another key issue 
is the fight against corruption. The Justice Reform is supported by the international community 
and donors, such as the EU, OSCE; Council of Europe, UNDP, USAID etc.  
 
The Norwegian Mission of Rule of Law Advisers to Moldova (NORLAM) was launched in 2007. 
Since then, experts from the whole justice system; prosecution, judiciary, prison and probation, 
have been developing projects within the justice sector. The current team consists of two 
judges, two prosecutors, one  prison governor and one probation officer. In addition there are 
two national legal consultants, one national consultant and one administration officer.  
 
The main activity of the advisers is competence building. This is done by training of personnel 
(seminars) and advising. Since September last year  the team has conducted 6 series of two day 
seminars on various aspects of Human Rights (including European Convention on Human Rights 
- ECHR). Violations of Human Rights and ECHR have been frequent in Moldova. In 2013 
there were 1356 applications lodged at the European Court of Human Rights – 
ECtHR - against Moldova. In 2013 Moldova ranked as number 4 in the top of 
Council of Europe member states with the highest number of applications 
based on the per capita (population of  approximately 3.6 million). So far, there 
has been 273 ECtHR judgements issued against Moldova until 2013 after the 
accession of Moldova as a sovereign state to the ECHR. In 2013, 19 judgements were issued 
against Moldova where the ECtHR found 32 violations of ECHR.  However, there is a positive 
trend as to these figures. In 2014 training was given by Norlam to approximately 160 judges, 80 
prosecutors, 570 lawyers, 65 probation officers and 120 prison officers.  Norlam also  
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Tron Gundersen 
Rule of Law Advisor, Judge 
to Moldovian Government 

advises on draft laws to the Government.  In 2012 Norlam initiated the idea of 
creating a prison pilot scheme for juveniles to serve as a model for the prison 
system reform and provided the Norwegian example of treating imprisoned 
juveniles. At this time all juveniles were detained in two large dormitories with old 
infrastructure and poor hygiene.  As a result of the project the prison conditions 
improved, rights of the juveniles are better respected and the staff applies 
individual, crime preventive working methodologies.  
 

When I tell people I work in Moldova not everyone is able to identify exactly its 
position on the map. It is however nicely located between Romania on the west side 
and surrounded by Ukraine on the north, east and south. It is not bordering the 

Black sea, but it is very close to it. From 
Chisinau to Odessa it is approximately 2 
hours  by car. The population is mainly 
Rumanian speaking but with a substantial 
part of population speaking Russian.   On 
the east side of the river Nistru is 
Transnistria, a breakaway “republic” 
which declared independence in 1992, 
however not recognised as a sovereign 
state, not even by Russia. Formally it is 
still a part of Moldova, but its ties with 
Russia are strong. Tiraspol is worth a visit 
if you want to see some old-soviet style 
city environment. 
 

What some people are not aware of is that Moldova is a large 
producer of wine – and of good quality wines. There is a variety 
of nice white and red wines and also some interesting 
“chateau’s” you may visit. Also, if travelling to Moldova a visit to 
Cricova is a must with its huge caves f or the storage of barrels 
(several km of tunnels under surface) and wine. The climate in 
these caves is perfect both as regards temperature and humidity. 
It is an attractive tourist destination with magnificent tasting 
rooms in different styles. A perfect place for celebrations and a number of 
celebrities have been here on visits.  
 
The Moldovan capital, Chisinau, is a charming city, not too big, it is easy to get 
around. Of course, not all buildings are in proper shape and pavements may not be 
perfect. Still, the city has a special charm with lots of parks and trees along almost 
every street. There are numerous restaurants serving good and affordable food (you 
can enjoy a so called “ business lunch”  for 5 €, a pint of beer/glass of wine is 
normally 2-3 € and nice hotel accommodation for 80 €). So, if you’re on a budget  a 
visit is recommended. However the main feature of the country is of course the 
charm of the Moldovan people and its culture.  
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A BOOK CELEBRATING THE BICENTENARY OF  
THE SUPREME COURT OF SPAIN 

 
“Los procesos célebres seguidos ante el Tribunal Supremo en sus doscientos años de historia”. Dos volúmenes.  Siglo 

XIX y XX. Edited by  the “Agencia Estatal  Boletín Oficial del Estado and Tribunal Supremo.” 
 

On 12th June 2014, the Supreme Court of Spain commemorated its bicentenary, publishing the book: “Los procesos 
célebres seguidos ante el Tribunal Supremo en 
sus doscientos años de historia” (“Famous trials  
held in the Supreme Court in its two hundred 
year history”). The book reveals the ins and outs 
of thirty nine celebrated cases in the XIX and XX 
centuries. These cases became famous because of 
their social and historical repercussion. To mark 
this anniversary, the book was launched on 12th 
June during the course of an open day to com-
memorate the historical date of 12th June 1812, 
when the first Spanish Constitution came into 
force in the city of Cádiz. This important piece of 
legislation set up the Supreme Court,  the pa-
rameters for the election of the judges that 
would be appointed to this role,  the limit of 
their authority and  the jurisdiction of the court. 

The book was compiled by several magistrates 
and lawyers from the Technical Office of the 
Supreme Court.  Each chapter is divided into 
sections dealing with: the facts of the case,  the 
most interesting stages of its investigation, how it 
was portrayed by the press (including newspa-
per clippings and photographs taken at the 
time), details of the hearings in lower courts 
before the case finally reached the Supreme 
Court, the final ruling including details of the 
sentence.  

Most cases are related to historical and political events and famous crimes in the history of Spain. Facts which featured 
in and shaped the history of the country in the last two centuries. They were all subject to the scrutiny of the Supreme 
Court. 

One of the first cases of historical importance to feature in the first volume of this publication deals with a lawsuit 
against Miguel de Lardizabal, a famous liberal politician that defended the first Spanish Constitution and the separa-
tion of powers contained therein against the absolute rule of king Ferdinand VII. Lardizabal was taken to court by 
those loyal to the king, plaintiffs in the case, during the debate that eventually led to the passing of the Cádiz constitu-
tion. The case was the centre piece in the famous book, “Cádiz” written by Benito Pérez Galdós. This book forms part of 
his outstanding master piece “Episodios Nacionales”.   
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 Other cases of interest were the different attempts on 

king Alfonso XII’s life in Madrid which are thoroughly 
reviewed in the first chapter of the first volume.  

A famous white collar crime was that committed by 
Baldomera Larra. She was the daughter of romantic 
writer and famous journalist, Jose Maria Larra, The 
crime had great impact in the life and society of the 
time.  Baldomera was the brain behind an organized 
fraud ring. The gang members deceived many families 
in Madrid, borrowing money at high interest rates. 
They used investors’ money to put an end to  their  
own financial hardship. Their behaviour  outraged the 
society of the time.  

The crime of Fuencarral street, was of interest from a 
legal standpoint, because the popular action before the 
High Court was exercised by important newspapers of 
the time. The case had such political impact that the 
President of the Supreme Court had to resign as a 
result of the political scandal. This case  started with a 
quarrel at a prison in Valencia.  The case opened up a 
debate about human conditions of prisoners in jail at 
the time. 

 The second volume of this publication is devoted to 
the XX century. It reflects the tumultuous political 
history of this time period. Starting with the terrorist 
attack on king Alfonso XIII on the occasion of his 
marriage to Queen Victoria ‘s daughter, Victoria 
Eugenia de Battenberg, the book also deals with a 
lawsuit  against king Alfonso XIII for paternity rights. 

The Cuenca’s crime became the subject of a famous 
Spanish film directed by Pilar Miró.  The books 
explains the judicial error that led to the unfair 
conviction of two people to 18 years in prison for the 
death of a person who finally turned out to be alive!!  

Other chapters recount the legal proceedings against 
politicians such as Pablo Iglesias - founder of the 
Socialist Party- and Indalecio Prieto, minister in the 
second Spanish Republic.  

Proceedings were also brought against famous writers 
such as Miguel de Unamuno, dean, rector and vice 
chancellor of Salamanca University. These actions 
dealt with the legal problems arising from some of the 
newspaper articles he published during Primo de 
Rivera’s dictatorship. 

 Events that took place in the second Spanish Republic 
or during the Spanish civil war were also the subject of 

court attention at the time.  

It was also the Supreme Court that decided the 
communist party could register as a legal association. 
This eventually led to the legalization of this party by 
the Government in 1977, one year after Franco’s 
death. 

The life of a famous petty criminal “El Lute”, is dealt 
with in another chapter. The book provides details of 
his trial. El Lute became famous because of his 
repeated escapes from prison. He finally reinserted into 
society and qualified as a lawyer by studying  for his 
degree at the open university whilst in prison. A film 
was made recalling his adventures and the hardship of 
his childhood, his youth entering in and out of prison, 
and his serene maturity and successful rehabilitation 
into society. 

 This book will better help us understand the influence 
that the Supreme Court has had on Spanish society.  Its 
decisions, judgments, verdicts and rulings have shaped 
the judicial history of Spanish society. Its main interest 
lies in the fact that it enables us to  know what was 
really said in the legal proceedings in relation to well-
known facts of the past. Facts which are otherwise only 
learned through mass media, newspapers, literature or 
films of the time.  

For all of those who have a good command of Spanish 
and enjoy legal history, I highly recommend its 
reading. Should you wish to purchase this interesting 
book, please let me know. I would be happy to make it 
available to any ELA member (hardback or paperback) 
especially if they come to our next meeting in 
Valencia!  

 

Cecilia Navarrete, March 2015 
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VIALEGIS, SPONSOR OF ELP 2015  
 
 
For the second consecutive year, Vialegis has decided to support and sponsor the 
‘European Lawyers’ Program’ in Edinburgh. In addition, Vialegis (through its Spanish 
subsidiary Iterlegis) is also providing some sponsorship for the upcoming ELA annual 
meeting in Valencia. 
 
Philippe Jadoul, CEO  of Vialegis Group and former President of ELA, explains why his 
company is interested to continue supporting ELA: 
 
“Vialegis (www.vialegis.be) is specialized in the recruitment of lawyers (both for law 
firms and for companies) and in ‘legal interim management’ (temporary projects). In 
our niche, we are the undisputed market leader in Belgium, where we started 12 
years ago and where we have our head office. With a team of 8 consultants, all 
experienced lawyers, we do almost 100 searches per year and at any one time we 
have more than 50 legal interim managers working on projects. 
 
We also have offices in Luxembourg (www.vialegis.lu) and in Spain where we 
operate under the name Iterlegis (www.iterlegis.es). As a matter of fact, in addition 
to our team in Madrid, we recently also opened an office in Barcelona which is 
headed by Marta del Coto who will also be present at (part of) the annual meeting 
in Valencia. 
 
Apart from my own (obvious) sympathy for ELA and for the revived program, 
Vialegis sponsors ELA because we believe the ELA network can be beneficial for us. 
Indeed, we regularly have searches (or legal interim projects) in countries where we 
do not have an office. Or we sometimes look for non-Belgian profiles to work at 
large international companies in Brussels. In such cases, I regularly send an email to 
all local ELA members asking for suggestions as to candidates and this has lead in 
several instances to us finding the right candidate (e.g. in Paris we recently found a 
legal interim manager for Hewlett-Packard – who after the temporary project was 
hired by HP on a permanent basis – and one of our ELA members did a temporary 
project for one of our clients in Milan). 
 
In addition, our aim is to set up a Vialegis office in a number of other countries (for 
the moment we are thinking about France, Italy and Switzerland). So we are 
currently looking for good candidates who could set up and manage our subsidiary 
in these countries. Essentially these persons should have the following profile: 
 

 Experienced lawyer, ideally with experience both in private practice (large 
international law firm) and in-house; 

 Real interest in people and in human resources; 
 Commercially-minded; 
 Self-starter, but with the ability to lead a small team after some time. 

 
If any of you meet the above criteria and might be interested by this opportunity (or 
if you know any good candidates), please let me know by emailing me on 
philippe.jadoul@vialegis.be. 
 
And we can also discuss it in Valencia of course… 
 
Best regards, 
Philippe Jadoul  

Philippe Jadoul 
CEO Vialegis Group 

http://www.vialegis.be
http://www.vialegis.lu
http://www.iterlegis.es
mailto:philippe.jadoul@vialegis.be
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PROPOSED BOARD STRUCTURE 

CURRENT BOARD STRUCTURE AND MEMBERS 

Chairman    Mr. Hanif MOHAMED   

General Secretary   Ms. Sabrina JENQUIN   

Treasurer    Ms. Leonie RAMMELOO   

Director    Mr. Antonio Raffaele TOMA   

Director    Mr. Panagiotis POULIOS   

Director    Mr. Donald VENKATAPEN   

Director    Mr. Charles MULLIN J.   

FUTURE PROPOSED BOARD STRUCTURE  

In future, it is anticipated that more specific areas of 

responsibility will be allocated to specific board 

members. He/she would be responsible for 

delivering on objectives, ensuring matters are dealt 

with, etc. 

Chairman     

General Secretary    

Treasurer     

Director  (Sponsorship and External Funding)   

Director (Coordination National representatives, 

including ELP Candidates Selection Process)   

Director (Newsletter)   

Director (Website and Social Media)  

BOARD MEMBERS ELECTION PROCESS 

We are now incorporated under Belgian law and need to ensure we comply with the legal 

requirements of registration of board members whenever they change. in addition, we need to ensure 

we remain flexible to attract new Board members during the ELA meetings. 

 

The whole Board is up for election at the Valencia annual general meeting. Please note that specific 

roles will be allocated to elected directors and they will become accountable for any actions taken. 

Reports will be expected at the board meetings (held twice a year) as to developments in the areas 

they are responsible for. In addition, they will be expected to report at telephone conferences held 

throughout the year on an ad hoc basis.  
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Sabrina Jenquin 
The University of 
Edinburgh 

PROFILE 
Name:      Sabrina Jenquin 
Country of birth:     Belgium 
Country of Residence:    UK (Scotland) 
Current employer:     The University of Edinburgh 
Year when you qualified:    2002 (Belgium) – 2009 (Scotland) 
Area of law:      IT/IP, Public Procurement,   
      Commercial Contracts 
Professional memberships:   The one and only ELA; Law Society of  
      Scotland; Association of University  
      Legal Practitioners 

What was your route into the profession?  
After obtaining my law degree, I spent 5 years 
as an advocate at the Brussels Bar in Belgium. 
During one of my (very rare, it has to be said) 
nights out, I got fascinated by a kilt and the 
man wearing it and decided to follow it and 
him to Scotland. Scotland has been my home 
now for over 7 years. I re-qualified in Scotland 
and am now working as in-house solicitor for 
the University of Edinburgh. 
  
What has been your biggest career challenge 
so far?  
Passing all the Law Society of Scotland re-
qualification exams whilst participating in the 
European Lawyers’ Programme and finding a 
good job after that. But, with a little help of 
my friends, the challenge was surmounted 
and, at times, even good fun (endless thanks 
to the 2009 Family  feat. Cornelie (my study 
buddy), Maria Jose (tapas and wine delivery 
during study sessions), Antonio (head-hunter) 
and Brent (B&B provider)). 
  
Which person within the legal profession in-
spires you most?  
I hope that he won’t be reading this but I have 
great admiration and respect for Lord Pent-
land. Lord Pentland’s career is truly impressive 
(QC, Solicitor General for Scotland, Judge at 
Supreme Court of Scotland, politician, Chair-
man of the Scottish Law Commission,…).  But 
foremost, I admire him for who he really is, a 
determined, friendly, sporty, (need I say) intel-
ligent and generous bon-vivant. He is living 
proof that a professionally high achiever 
doesn’t have to be dull or lead a boring life.     

  
If you weren’t a lawyer, what would you choose 
as an alternate career? 
This may sound pathetic but I have always want-
ed to be a lawyer.  

  
 
 

Who is your favourite fictional lawyer?  
Ally McBeal 
  
What change would you make to the profes-
sion?  
The expectation in some law firms that a law-
yer should be available 24 hours a day for 7 
days. I love the motto: work hard, play hard, 
which means that there should always be time 
left to play.   
  
How do you relax?  
My favourite activity is dancing, preferably to 
80s and 90s music.  
 
Favourite Film:  
Never ending Story (yes, still) 
 
Favourite Book:  
None really, I like all kind of books.  
 
Favourite City or Destination:  
Gent, Belgium  
 
My first pay check was spent on...  
treating myself to some nice shoes… and so 
has all subsequent checks been spent on. 
 
My most overused phrase:   
“Your call is very important to us” (I wish I 
could but in reality it is “ok, no problem…”) 
 
I love the smell of....  Fahrenheit, men’s after-
shave 
 
Tea or coffee: Coffee 
 

Owl or Lark: Hummingbird, all day long  
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Giuseppe Cristiano 
Partner 
De Berti Jacchia 
Franchini Forlani 

PROFILE 
Name:      Giuseppe Cristiano  
Country of birth:     Italy 
Country of Residence:    Italy 
Current employer:     De Berti Jacchia Franchini Forlani  
Year when you qualified:    1998 
Area of law:      International Trade Law, cross-border  
      M&A, Finance 
Professional memberships:   Italian Bar 
 

What was your route into the profession?  
Whilst at university I got the opportunity to 
spend 6 months as an ERASMUS student at the 
University of Essex (England). Since then I pur-
sued every opportunity that would lead me to 
an international career. I was lucky enough to 
attend an LLM in European Business Law at the 
Katholieke Universiteit Nijmegen (nowadays 
Roudboud Universiteit Nijmegen). I qualified as 
an Italian lawyer (avvocato) in 1998 and then 
attended the EYLS (London 1999). On that oc-
casion I got hired by Stephenson Harwood in 
London where I had a 9 month spell as an asso-
ciate with the corporate department and even-
tually qualified as a Solicitor of England and 
Wales (2003). 
  
What has been your biggest career challenge 
so far?  
In 2000 I was sent to South America (mainly 
Chile and Argentina but also Peru and Brazil) 
where I assisted a client on a multi-jurisdiction, 
cross-border international M&A and recon-
struction deal. That was my first assignment 
with full front line responsibility (I was on my 
own). Needless to say I was scared although I 
displayed confidence (or at least I thought I 
was). Notwithstanding many problems that 
arose along the way (including a lawyer stealing 
my client's money and committing suicide 
when he was spotted), the deal closed and I got 
back to Italy. 
  
Which person within the legal profession in-
spires you most?  
I am inspired by a lawyer who stands out for 
his/her dedication to his/her own clients and is 
capable of combining this attitude with integri-
ty and consistency in the way he/she interprets 
and applies the law; a lawyer who is capable of 
criticising the law but nevertheless is always 
aware that respect for the law is paramount. If I 
were to name of a lawyer I would say Lord Den-
ning or Sir Sidney Kentridge. 

 
 

If you weren’t a lawyer, what would you choose 
as an alternate career? 
I would have probably become a surgeon. 
 
Who is your favourite fictional lawyer?  
I am not so sure that fictional lawyers render 
good service to the profession. I probably pre-
fer investigators, in particular those who rely on 
psychoanalysis (Criminal Minds or similar char-
acters). 
  
What change would you make to the profession?  
I think lawyers should be champions of justice 
and respect for the law. 
  
How do you relax?  
I love to spend time with my daughter, family 
and friends. But if I were to think of an activity I 
do as an individual flying trapeze is my first 
choice. 
 
Favourite Film:  
My left foot 
 
Favourite Book:  
Wanderer, kommst du nach SPA... 
 
Favourite City or Destination:  
Rome when in Italy. London, Barcelona and 
Buenos Aires when I want to visit a city abroad. 
The Dominican Republic for holidays. 
 
My first pay check was spent on...  
A present for a friend who graduated 
 
My most overused phrase:   
I don't listen to myself (and I guess others don't 
either) 
 
I love the smell of.... Wet grass 
 
Tea or coffee: Tea at breakfast coffee for the 
rest of the day  
 

Owl or Lark: I am definitely an Owl my brain 

switches on after 17:00  
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My mother was only 17 years of age in 1952. In September that year she 
enrolled at the British Council in Valencia to learn English. In 1953, she 
attended and enjoyed the celebrations held at the British Council, to 
commemorate the Coronation of Elizabeth II. It was also there that my 
parents met and fell in love. 

Ten years later I was born in Valencia.  

There is no doubt in my mind I would not be here if it weren't for the British 
Council! 

Thirty five years later I became one of the fortunate young lawyers to join the European Lawyers' 
Scheme in Edinburgh. Once again, by the intervention of the British Council, I became one of the 
eurodevils and an E.L.A member. 

So I feel indebted for so many gifts received from the British Council. How could I repay this 
debt ? 

This year E.L.A's Annual Meeting will take place in Valencia. That will be a fantastic occasion for 
me to express my gratitude as we will have the British Council Reception at the Astoria Palace 
Hotel.  

I wholeheartedly invite you to do your very best to try and be there, so I will be able to share that 
moment with you. I would like to thank those of you who have already confirmed your 
attendance.  

 

 

Powered by 

BORN DUE TO THE BRITISH COUNCIL??!! 
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Before then, I would like to introduce you to the story of an English diplomat who married a 
Spanish woman and built his life in this country by the sea.  

He and his family ultimately set up in Denia, Alicante, and his story may be one of the many 
ways in which I can thank the UK for all the cherished   memories, as I feel the UK is the most 
generous European nation ever. 

Elena P Swan, her great grand-daughter, writes:  

“Alexander Boyd-Swan firstly arrived at Denia in 1915, he was an international raisin trader 

based in London and secondly based in Denia. He fell in love with Denia and he established 

himself with his family in this little Mediterranean village in their family house by the seaside, 

nowadays Hotel “La Racona”. His children were brought up here and he even built a nice 

sailboat called “Jaimito España” for his eldest-son, so he could enjoy sailing along this beautiful 

coastline. Since then, all our family have been extremely linked to the sea and Swans Marine is 

meant to follow this pure love of the sea. “ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I shall leave it here for the time being... 

I would appreciate it however if you would consider the opportunity of organizing a future ELA 
activity; let´s call it “ELA SAILING TRIP”! 

I look forward to seeing you all soon in my beloved city of Valencia. 

 

 Cristina L. JUAN 
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