european
lawyers’
association

EUROPEAN LAWYERSO® ASSOCI AT

NEWSLETTER

APRIL 2019

INSIDE

A WORD FROM THE EDITOR
LETTER FROM THE CHAIR
SLOVAKIA AND BREXIT
SPAIN AND BREXIT

ELA NEWS

MEMBER PROFILES

IN MEMORIAM




Curopean
i lawyers
ASSOCIANON

A WORD FROM THE EDITOR
WELCOME TO A NEW ISSUE OF THE ELA NEWSLETTER!

Those of us, survivors of Brexit, look forward to the day when politicians
finally take their job seriously and are competent enough to discharge
their duties in the citizensd best
However, the day we give up that hope will be the day when we stop being
who we are in Europe. At the time of writing, only 11 days away from the
29" March, we still do not know whether we are in or out, coming or
goingeée

ASUN SUEIRO, EDITOR

ELA members however definitely know where they are going to next: it is Croatia in May!

The whole Board is up for election again in May this year. Should you wish to put yourself
forward for arole on the Board or discuss the commitments involved beforehand, please do not
hesitate to contact Sabrina, me, or any other Board member who will be happy to assist you in
any way we can.

In this issue we consider the impact of Brexit on other European countries, get to know our
colleagues better in our profile section and pay tribute to our departed colleague Marianne
Fleury whose company we last enjoyed in Marseilles and who has now sadly passed away after
a brave fight against a terminal illness. Marianne, we shall sorely miss you!

Once again, you are very welcome to submit an article for the next newsletter. The deadline for
submission is 1 October 2019. Remember, the Association is what we make it, and your
contribution is both valuable and valued.

VIALEGIS

LEGAL STAFFING SOLUTIONS
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Sabrina JEN
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Sabrinaldenquin, ELLA:Chair

Some of you may be familiar with this quote from Monty By Qa | 2t & D N.
not, you may agree that it fits nicely with the strange and somewhat absurd
times we have experienced in UK politics recently.

| am sure many of you have been following these somewhat confusing, troubling
and perhaps comical scenes dognout of the UK Parliament over the last few
weeks. A few of our members will have been closely involved in assisting clients
YR SYLJX 28SNAR 6AGK OGKSAN Wwy2 RSI{Q LN
to the actual negotiations in Brussels and Londocertainly look forward to
hearing from one of our previous ELA Directors and good friend, Dorthe at our
conference in Kdula. Dortheheads up the Brexit Preparedness Unit in the
SecretariatGeneral of the European Commission ahdQ Y - énalgMdve one

or two interesting stories to share with us.

Please check the full programme of our next Conferencewatwv.ela
korcula.comand register your attendance as soon as possible. Remindér: 35
ELA Annual Conference in Kda, Croatia (30 May-2" June)

In Edinburgh, Veronika, Charles and | are looking forward to welcoming the new
generation ofd dZNE RS@Af & AY | FSg 6SS1aQ GAYS
from 8 different countries; huge thanks to all our members, national
representatives and board members who have been involved in the recruitment
process. | know it requires a lot of effort dwanks to all for your help!



http://www.ela-korcula.com/
http://www.ela-korcula.com/

In the meantime, the ELA Board continues their work on improving the ELA
systems. Last year, we updated all our processes to make them GDPR
O2YLIX AlFYyd YR GKA&a &@SFENI S IINBE F20O0dzaA )

Credit is due to Vialegis for helpingaugt with the appointment and funding of

Annelies (a law student in Brussels). Annelies is working on a project to ensure

that all your contact details in the Eld&ectory are accurate. We have 700

members so if you can help the process by updating your detiads
NEBaLR2YyRAY3I (2 ! yySEtASaQ YIAtaz ¢S ¢ 2 dA

Remember to update any change to your details, if required, by logging onto
our website; any issues pleasamail chair@europeadawyeis.org.

Speaking of the Board, we are all up for elections this May 2019. It would be
great to hear from any member who has an interest in joining the Board. |
warmly recommend it; please get in touch with me or any of the other
Directors if you wish toidcuss this further.

Spring is around the corner: time to wake up from our winter sleep, book
flights, hotels and register for K@araand get in touch with all those great
friends from across the ELA membership.

See you all soon!
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SLOVAKIA and Brexit

Although the 29" of March is quickly approaching, Brexit is not a
very hot topic in Slovakia. In my opinion, the main reason behind
this is that too much is happening on the domestic political front
(from various corruption and other scandals, to the unsuccessful
election of Constitutional Court judges and the current presidential
elections). Local TV news and newspapers are providing
information on Brexit in general and on its current status, but there is not much information on
its impact or on preparations for Brexit in Slovakia. Most people do not consider Brexit as their
problem or as something that could/would affect them to a large extent.

i <!

However, the truth is, that should there be a hard Brexit, this is likely to have a very bad impact
on the Slovak economy and would probably lead to a decline in industrial output resulting in
collective redundancies due to the impending huge decline in exports to Britain. This would
be a direct consequence of new customs and administrative barriers.

Exports to Britain in 2017 reached almost EUR 4,5 billion and consisted mainly of cars and
car components. On the other hand, Brexit seems to be the main reason Brits and British
companies have launched new businesses in Slovakia. From July 2018 till today ca. 163 new
companies with a shareholder from Britain have been established in Slovakia, that is around
1466 companies in total, and this number continues to grow.

At the end of January this year, the Ministry for foreign affairs prepared a government-backed

document regarding hard Brexit. This document contained 23 proposals which included

general measures for several departments (these are measures to be adopted on a temporary

basis until the successful negotiation of the final new relationship between the EU and Britain).

The measures are aimed at mitigating the effects of a hard Brexit on Slovak interests. They

refer to the position of Slovak citizens in Britain, their social security rights and vice versa, to

transport, to economic cooperation and entrepreneurship, to cooperation in the field of justice,

security and defence, to foreign affairs and to other areas such as environmental or intellectual

property rights. According to the Ministry for foreign affairs the plan is, that each government

departments should prepare amendments to applicable acts containing specific measures.

Such amendments to different areas of legislation would be gathered into one legislative act,

the so call ed nl ex Brexito, whi ch shoul d be p a
However, according to the opposition in Parliament, the proposed measures are too vague,

and the government hasndét proposed anything effe
Brexit has neither been passed nor submitted to Parliament yet.

Adriena Petrovais E L A dational representative for Slovakia



SPAIN and BREXIT
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It is predicted that there will also be an increase on payment delays by British
companies. It is estimated that payment default will increase by 14% in the case of a
no deal Brexit. This would, in turn, affect 2.300 companies.
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ELA NEWS

Canta Lex,

choir of the Paris Bar and its legal
professions.

Will perform at t he 13" International Choir Festival Opening Concert of

ne SlOovakia Cantat 2019 EDITION

in BRATISLAVA, ON THURSDAY 25 APRIL AT 19.00

You are all warmly invited to attend this concert. Our own
ELA singing members will perform on the night.



Break a leg, girls!




Our own ELA world traveller, Niko, the Greek national rep, this time in Copenhagen!
(2018)
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PROFILE
Name:
Countryof birth:

DONALD VENKATAPERARD MEMBER Areaof law:

Professionamemberships:

What was your route into the
profession? | started studying lawto get
adegree first before applying for aplace
in the school of journalism, but | never
left the law faculty. | then obtained my
law degree and applied for a traineeship
in a Luxembourg law firm. | remembered
going to this interv iew thinking that they
would never hire a student that was so
fresh out of university, but | was asked
to start the next day. Since then, | have
been literally passionate about my
profession and especially about the
adrenaline and peculiar atmosphere of a
courtroom. | do not represent clients in
court as much as | used to, but | still
enjoy pleading a case once in a while.

What has been your biggest career
challenge so far? My biggest career
challenge was to obtain a final judgment
against a Nasdag company, disputing an
e mp | o yights &cs stock options worth
a lifetime salary. | felt like David versus
Goliath.

Which  person within  the legal
profession inspires you most? My
mentor and the founding partner of my
law firm, Mr. Jean Wagener, whose

Countryof Residence:
Currentemployer:

Yearwhenyou qualified:

DONALD/ENKATAPEN

FRANCE

LUXEMBOURG

Me, andl ama horrible boss!Jokes
aside,L Cxheé ManagingPartnerof the
boutiquelaw firm Wagener& Associés
in Luxembourg.

2001,the yearof the Septemberl1
attackson the World TradeCenterin
NewYorkCity.

COMMERCIAIAW EMPLOYMENT
LAW& CONTRAQIAW
ELAINTERNATIONARWYERS
GROUPEMPLOYMENIAW

general rule is to never leave for
tomorrow what can be done today!

If you werend@ a lawyer, what would
you choose as an alternate career?
Sometimes, | dream of being a fireman
or alifeguard, but | would miss the
legal minefield too much.

Who is your favourite fictional
lawyer? Harvey Spector in Suits
despite some quite inaccurate views on
our profession.

What change would you make to the
profession? | would digitalize all time -
wasting administrative tasks and create
a Lawyer 2.0. We recently updated our
Linked-in Group and you are more than
welcome to join and share your ideas on
this topic (or any other legal one).

How do you relax? | practice alot of
sport (running, rugby, yoga)

Favourite Film: When Harry Met Sally

Favourite Book: Umberto Eco, the
Name of the Rose




Favourite City or Destination : New
York, the city that never sleeps

My first pay check was spent on:
Roller blades (but | should have bought
a helmet as well)

My most overused phrase: | love using
of ahe sakeof c | ar i(if gng i
could be for the sakeof br evi t y é)

| love the smell of: Autumn leaves. It
reminds me of my childhood in Alsace, in
the Northeast of France.

Tea or coffee: | was a coffee
enthusiast but | recently (re)discovered
tea in Sri Lankaand | like it more than
coffee now

Owl or Lark: Always trying to be the
King of the night and the prince of the
morning.



